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31 Abstract

This article examines the scientific authority of the Quran and the
challenge posed by the changeability and criticizability of human sciences.
Although no fully formulated science appears in the Quran, its scientific
authority in guiding humanity and its foundational role in both theoretical
and practical wisdom are undeniable. The Quran contains the
epistemological materials and intellectual infrastructure necessary for the
formation of sciences. Within this authority lies a key challenge: while the
teachings of the Quran are immutable and infallible, scientific disciplines
are by nature dynamic and open to criticism. This raises the question:
How can sciences, which are inherently subject to change and critique, be
derived from a fixed and unchangeable source like the Quran? Using a
descriptive-analytical method, this study attempts to provide a coherent
answer. The findings indicate that proponents of the scientific authority of
the Quran adopt three main approaches whose answers—despite slight
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variations—lead to a similar conclusion: The maximalist approach, which
considers the Quran as a comprehensive repository of all sciences,
emphasizing the human role in deriving knowledge from revelation. The
moderate approach, which views the Quran as encompassing the general
principles of sciences while leaving the derivation of particulars to sound
reasoning and ijtthad. The minimalist approach, which restricts the
Quran’s role to shaping scientific presuppositions or influencing
technology.

Errors or changes in the sciences derived from the Quran stem from
human misunderstanding and interpretation, not from any deficiency or
variability in the divine text itself. Hence, the scientific authority of the
Quran is fully compatible with the criticizability and changeability of
human sciences, preserving the Quran’s infallibility.

Keywords
Scientific Authority of the Quran, Criticizability of Sciences, Infallibility of
the Quran.

Extended Abstract

The fundamental principle of the scientific authority of the Quran and the
necessity of referring to it in human individual and social life—regardless
of its scope and domain—is one of the well-established tenets of Islam.
Both the verses of the Holy Quran and the clear teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and his pure progeny affirm this principle. The
implication of such divine guidance is that the Quran serves as a reference,
standard, and guide in both practical and theoretical wisdom. It is clear
that no formalized body of knowledge, not even the most religious
sciences such as jurisprudence (figh), ethics, or theology, is explicitly
recorded in the Quran. Nevertheless, the elevated teachings of the Quran
contain the foundational materials and underlying structures for various
branches of knowledge.

However, the notion of the Quran’s scientific authority—in any form or
degree—faces a major doubt: human sciences are the products of human
effort, and human works are always subject to critique, revision, and
change. Scientific inquiry is based on hypotheses and experimentation,
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not on self-evident rational principles; Scientific hypotheses and
experiments have temporary validity. Therefore, the scientific worldview
is inherently unstable and uncertain. Most human sciences, whether based
on empirical methods or non-empirical ones such as rational or transmitted
approaches, are limited, finite, and constantly changing, even subject to
decline or falsification. In contrast, the teachings and knowledge of the
Qur’an—being the manifestation of divine knowledge—are permanent and
eternal, and thus not subject to change, critique, or invalidation. The
Qur’an explicitly denies the possibility of any form of falsehood entering it
(Fussilat, 41—42). The coming of falsehood toward the Qur’an would mean
that falsehood could find a way into it, that some of its parts could perish
and become invalid, or that its entire body of truths and knowledge could
be rendered false. It could also mean that some of its rulings, laws, and
their corresponding moral teachings would be nullified, making them
inapplicable. This implies that within the Qur’an there is no contradiction
in its statements, no falsehood in its reports, and no invalidity in its
wisdom, teachings, or rulings. Nothing can oppose it, nor can it undergo
alteration or distortion. Therefore, a question arises: How can sciences
that are inherently open to critique, change, and development be derived
from the Qur’an, which is immutable and beyond error? Therefore, how
can sciences that are constantly subject to critique, change, and
development be derived from the Qur’an? This study seeks to provide a
proper answer to this question through a descriptive—analytical method.
The following results have been obtained in this article.

1. The scientific authority of the Qur’an means its meaningful influence

on various branches of knowledge. This influence may take the form
of a source, foundation, proof, or criterion for evaluating sciences
and can affect different dimensions of knowledge — including
foundations, aims, issues, methods, and outcomes.
Human sciences are by nature changeable, open to critique, and
constantly evolving, whereas Qur’anic teachings are fixed, eternal,
and infallible. Thus, how can variable sciences be derived from a
stable and unchangeable source? Scholars who acknowledge the
Qur’an’s scientific authority adopt three main approaches:

WWW.jgss.isca.ac.ir



a) The maximalist approach — All sciences exist within the
Qur’an; however, since no science appears in its complete and
explicit form, the human role in discovering and inferring
sciences from revelation is essential. Any potential errors in
sciences derived from the Qur’an are attributed to human
agency and do not undermine the sanctity of revelation.

b) The moderate (balanced) approach — The Qur’an contains
the general principles and foundations of sciences, and human
knowledge must be derived from these principles through
correct reasoning and ijtthad. Errors in deducing secondary
matters from Qur’anic principles do not affect the Qur’an itself;
such inferred, conjectural conclusions can still be related to the
Qur’an, as is the case in jurisprudence and usul al-figh.

¢) The minimalist approach — The Qur’an is viewed as capable
only of shaping certain scientific presuppositions or influencing

\ .
technology. %@;

2. The Qur’anic text and its interpretive logic are infallible; however,

\

human beings may err in applying that logic or in inferring from the
Qur’an. Such errors do not extend to the revealed text itself, and the

fallibility of human understanding does not disqualify a discipline

VP Y oylad cpiin Jlu

derived from the Qur’an from being Qur’an-based — just as this is
accepted in jurisprudential ijtihad.

3. The scientific authority of the Qur’an does not imply its direct or
complete influence on every scientific statement. Rather, the Qur’an
can provide the material, foundations, and objectives of sciences
within the framework of divine worldview and Islamic anthropology.
Errors and changes in sciences derived from the Qur’an stem from
human limitations in comprehension and reasoning, not from any
defect or changeability in the revealed text. Therefore, the Qur’an’s
scientific authority is compatible with the revisability and evolution
of human sciences, for the Qur’an’s infallibility remains preserved.

Through sound reasoning and scholarly effort, human sciences can
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benefit from the Qur’an’s immutable values. The Qur’an possesses
the capacity for scientific authority and can serve as a source,
foundation, and guide for organizing various sciences; yet, the
derivation and understanding of knowledge from the Qur’an depend
on human ability and ijtihad. Possible errors in this process belong
to human interpretation, not to the Qur’an itself. This approach
allows for the integration of the stability of divine values with the

dynamism and critical nature of human sciences.
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Abstract

Human beings possess three dimensions: insight, inclination, and action,
and the stages and methods of upbringing are aligned with these
dimensions of insight, inclination, and behavior. In the family system, the
most critical issue is the proper upbringing of children based on religious
teachings. The main question in this study is: In the process of religious
upbringing, why is it that despite providing extensive insight and
knowledge about religious matters to children, religious behavior is
sometimes not observed? How can a correct method of upbringing be
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presented based on Quranic teachings? This study aims to examine a
Quranic example from Surah Lugman using a documentary-library
method and a descriptive-analytical approach through qualitative content
analysis. By analyzing the methods of Lugman, the Wise in raising his
child, the study concludes that the first dimension in child-rearing is the
recognition of monotheism (Tawhid) and the hereafter, which is an
invitation to knowing God. Lugman the Wise reinforced the inclination
toward monotheistic insight, leading to behavior, by employing two
primary motivators: advice and affection, which serve as energizing
factors. The most significant behavioral instructions Lugman used in
raising his child include establishing prayer, enjoining good and
forbidding evil, patience in the face of hardships, and avoiding arrogance
and pride. Therefore, simultaneous attention to all three levels—insight,
inclination, and action—in child-rearing internalizes religious teachings
and adds depth to upbringing.

Keywords
Religious Upbringing, Parental Role in Upbringing, Insight, Inclination,
Action.

Extended Abstract
One of the most important topics in the field of human sciences is the
issue of human upbringing. Humans are unique beings who require the
greatest guidance to achieve perfection, and the family institution serves
as the central framework for nurturing and developing the potential
abilities of children. Child-rearing within the family can be examined from
two perspectives: (a) the family is the primary institution of upbringing,
and during the early years of life—when personality is formed—the
individual is directly and indirectly most influenced by the family; (b) even
when the individual enters educational institutions such as schools, the
family continues to play a role in upbringing, complementing or even
correcting the schooling and social upbringing.

In addition to family cohesion, the advancement of society depends on
the proper upbringing of children. Islam places special emphasis on
childhood education, considering it both a parental duty and a right of the
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child. The Qur’an explicitly defines the roles and functions of each parent,
particularly the mother, in facilitating effective child-rearing (Qur’an,
2:233). This study aims to examine the educational goals of insight,
inclination, and action, explore the interrelationship among these three
levels, and analyze how their simultaneous development can maximize the
effectiveness of religious upbringing in children. Since the stability of
society depends on the cohesion of the family institution, and the
endurance of the family, like any other institution, relies on the fulfillment
of its objectives, the upbringing of children is undoubtedly a key priority.
In the context of religious education, the ultimate goal is to achieve
spiritual growth and divine perfection, supported by intermediary
objectives. The main question addressed in this research is: Why, despite
providing children with sufficient insight and awareness, is corresponding
religious behavior sometimes not observed? Additionally, the study
examines the three layers of religious upbringing—insight, inclination,
and action. To achieve the main goal of religious education, educators,
particularly parents as the child’s first teachers, must attend to these
intermediary objectives. Therefore, this paper seeks to answer the
following questions: What is upbringing, and how can the parental role in
religious upbringing be analyzed through the dimensions of insight,
inclination, and action? How do these three layers interact, and how do
they enhance the effectiveness of religious upbringing?

This research employs a documentary-library method and a
descriptive-analytical approach, using qualitative content analysis to
examine a Quranic example from Surah Lugman.

The outcome of this study, based on examining the methods employed
by Lugman the Wise in raising his child, is as follows: The first dimension
in child-rearing is the domain of recognizing Tawhid (monotheism) and
the Hereafter, which essentially invites the child to know God. Lugman
the Wise strengthened the child’s inclination toward this dimension of
monotheistic insight using two primary motivators—advice and
affection—which act as energizing factors, ultimately leading to proper

behavior. Some of the most important behavioral instructions used by
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Lugman include establishing prayer, enjoining good and forbidding evil,
showing patience in the face of hardships, and avoiding arrogance and
pride. Therefore, simultaneous attention to all three dimensions—insight,
inclination, and action—in child-rearing internalizes religious teachings
and adds depth to upbringing.

The stability of society depends on the cohesion of the family
institution, and the growth and perfection of a child are the results of
proper nurturing and education, which occurs at multiple levels, referred
to as the educational objectives of insight, inclination, and action. The
insight dimension relates to the individual’s knowledge and
understanding; the inclination and emotional dimension concern the
individual’s feelings and religious interests; and the action dimension
encompasses the individual’s behavior and performance. In a parental
educational program for their child, each of these three levels must be
addressed in line with the ultimate purpose of creation—human
perfection—considered as intermediary objectives. In religious
upbringing, acquiring insight, developing inclination, and guiding action
revolve around beliefs, God-consciousness, and the Hereafter. Insight is
crucial because parents must focus on this layer to effect meaningful
changes in the child’s religious development, as it constitutes the
foundation of religious education and prepares the child for the next
stages. This highlights the importance of the insight dimension as the first
intermediary goal. Action, or behavior, represents the outward layer of the
human personality. Achieving insight and inclination should precede
action. Religious knowledge serves as the foundation for religious action.
Feelings and inclinations act as initial motivators that drive the individual
toward proper religious behavior. In the monotheistic tradition, mere
knowledge of religious teachings, without righteous action, holds no value.
The next layer of child-rearing pertains to the child’s inclinations,
including emotions, feelings, and interests. In fostering religious
adherence, all activities are oriented toward God—the source of
existence—and elicit emotional states such as fear and awe, love and

aversion, hope and expectation, and anger and serenity in the child. If a
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person strives to gain a clear understanding of their religious beliefs but
does not experience these emotional states during the religious
development process, they are not fully practicing their faith, or there is a
deficiency in their religious path. Therefore, religious emotions and
experiences are a necessary condition for genuine religiosity. In
monotheistic education, knowledge alone is insufficient, and outwardly
religious behavior without heartfelt inclination and emotion lacks efficacy.
In religious upbringing, parents must attend to the child’s emotional
dimension as well. Parents are not merely lecturers who verbally convey
religious content, nor are they merely actors who perform religious roles.
They must demonstrate love and aversion, fear and submission, hope and
expectation, and other emotions toward religious teachings and practices
in their own behavior, and simultaneously evoke these emotions in the
child. Stimulating such religious feelings and emotions ultimately leads to

the manifestation of religious behavior.
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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the concept of modern Jahiliyyah (ignorance)
political authority in the fields of politics and society. The underlying
assumption is that modern Jahiliyyah political authority seeks to
eliminate governance based on divine values from society and politics,
instead imposing and injecting non-divine values into the thoughts of
individuals and the community. The research is based on analyzing
relevant data and employs the method of thematic interpretation, with
particular emphasis on the interrogative approach (istintaqi) of Shahid
Mohammad Bager Sadr. Verses of the Quran that explicitly address the
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struggle against ignorance serve as the reference framework for this study.
The main findings indicate that denial of God, opposition to revealed
teachings, adherence to personal desires, arrogance, and incitement of
sedition constitute the core essence of modern Jahiliyyah political
authority in society and politics. The study examines and critiques the
foundations, worldview, and behaviors of modern Jahiliyyah political
authority, particularly in the realm of political life, from the perspective of
the Quran, and explains their invalidity. Quranic strategies for confronting
the foundations and behaviors of modern Jahiliyyah political authority
emphasize concepts such as God-centeredness, resistance to arrogance,
and the integration of religion and politics, while in all decisions,
approaches, and behaviors, adherence to the mandates and prohibitions
of divine revelation is maintained.

Keywords
Political authority, modern Jahiliyyah, worldview, power-seeking,
anthropology, epistemology, relativism, empiricism.

Extended Abstract

This study aims to explain the concept of modern Jahiliyyah (ignorance)
political authority in the realms of politics and society and to critique it
from the perspective of the Holy Quran. Undoubtedly, one of the most
dynamic and pressing topics today is modern Jahiliyyah political
authority, which is considered novel because many countries and
governments are caught in this modern ignorance, following its policies
while remaining unaware of their own submersion in ignorance. The study
assumes that modern Jahiliyyah political authority seeks to eliminate
divine values from society and governance, aiming to inject non-divine
values and impose them on the thoughts of people and communities.
Historical developments of modern Jahiliyyah political authority indicate
that today it manifests as a popular ideology in global political life,
fundamentally opposing monotheistic governance. Through hard
strategies such as violence and aggression, and soft strategies such as
deception and manipulation, it seeks to eliminate the political authority
and teachings of pure Islam from the international arena. It attempts to
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restructure the relationship between Lord and servant within political
authority to institutionalize secularism and laicism. Divine governance is
ignored, and human authority is established as a primary principle in
political life. Its focus is exclusively on the material world and nature,
dismissing revelation as a source of guidance. Unfortunately, many
Islamic and non-Islamic countries have fallen into the trap of this
dangerous ideology.

It should be noted that modern Jahiliyyah is not inherently opposed to
science; in fact, it often elevates human knowledge and technology. Yet, it
remains immersed in ignorance, perceiving divine and prophetic
teachings on governance and politics as adversarial. Therefore, modern
Jahiliyyah can be characterized by barbarism, savagery, rebellion against
God, violence, despotism, self-centeredness, absurdity, and the
manipulation and exploitation of humans. To overcome this crisis, society
must turn to the divine word (the Holy Quran) to address and resolve this
major human problem. Accordingly, this study seeks to explain modern
Jahiliyyah political authority from the perspective of the Quran and to
answer the question: What is modern Jahiliyyah political authority? The
study hypothesizes that modern Jahiliyyah political authority aims to
eliminate divine governance, separate religion from politics, weaken
governance, and undermine the authority of Islamic societies and nations.

This study, titled A Critique of the Principles and Conduct of the
Political Sovereignty of Modern Jahiliyyah, employs a critical and
inferential—dialogical method. The research process is as follows: first, by
applying the critical and inferential-dialogical approach and content-
descriptive analysis, the various forms of political sovereignty of modern
Jahiliyyah are examined. Then, they are evaluated and critiqued based on
Qur’anic evidence. Finally, the desirable Qur’anic model of governance is
extracted.

The findings of this study indicate that the political sovereignty of
modern Jahiliyyah can be identified based on three fundamental axes.

1. Ontology of Modern Jahiliyyah
In this framework, the existence of Almighty God is absolutely denied
within the realm of thought and reflection. The prominent thinkers of
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modern Jahiliyyah who have addressed this issue have ignored the
existence of the One Creator in the universe, confining existence to nature
and the material world while rejecting what lies beyond it. However, from
the Qur’anic perspective, such a conception of existence is baseless,
erroneous, and false, as divine grace continuously flows throughout all

existence.

2. Anthropology of Modern Jahiliyyah

This paradigm emphasizes absolute human autonomy and universal
human agency. Particularly in matters of political sovereignty, it
persistently seeks to remove divine authority from the sphere of politics
and governance and to replace it with human sovereignty within society.
Yet, from the Qur’anic standpoint, such a paradigm is groundless, and its
invalidity is explicitly stated.

3. Epistemology of Modern Jahiliyyah

Modern Jahiliyyah denies the existence of truth in the course of human
life, especially in political and social domains. Consequently, it tends
toward relativism and empiricism, straying from the path of truth and
rectitude. The Qur’an critiques the epistemology of modern Jahiliyyah and
firmly rejects such modes of thought. From the Qur’anic view, truth is
evident and unmistakable, and epistemology without truth is impossible.

Conclusion

The denial of God, opposition to divine revelation, pursuit of carnal
desires, arrogance, and sedition constitute the core and essence of the
political sovereignty of modern Jahiliyyah in social and political spheres.
This study examines and critiques the foundations, worldview, and
behaviors of the political sovereignty of modern Jahiliyyah in its essential
dimensions—particularly political life—from the Qur’anic perspective,
demonstrating its invalidity. The Qur’anic strategies for confronting the
foundations and behaviors of modern Jahiliyyah’s political sovereignty
emphasize the principles of theocentrism, resistance to arrogance
(istikbar), and the integration of religion and politics, while maintaining
adherence to the commands and prohibitions of divine revelation in all
approaches and actions.
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Abstract
The truth that all beings will ultimately return to Almighty God is
repeatedly emphasized in the Holy Quran. The foundation of divine
warning (indhar) and glad tidings (tabshir)—which constitute the
essential missions of the divine prophets—is based on affirming and
clarifying the resurrection of humankind and the summoning of all deeds
for judgment. Given the truth-opposing spirit of those who stood against
the prophets, it is certain that they did not remain silent before this life-
giving and human-building doctrine. Rather, while denying the reality of
resurrection, they sought to justify their rejection from various angles.
This study, using a library-based method, investigates and classifies
the different forms of denial of resurrection as narrated in the Quran into
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seven thematic categories to provide a deeper understanding of the
deniers’ efforts against this central doctrine. Reflection upon these
categories reveals that the initial reaction of the deniers to the doctrine of
resurrection was an instinctive response to this “momentous news” (naba’
al-‘azim), which manifested in the form of questioning. Their second
reaction involved taking a firm stance against the manifest truth.

Finally, the study concludes that the deniers’ actions against the
doctrine of resurrection evolved through three stages: heedlessness,
obstinacy, and conspiracy. The acceptance of the great reality of the Day of
Resurrection was difficult for the disbelievers; thus, they refused to
embrace this vital teaching and, through their negative responses,
practically denied it.

Keywords
Resurrection, Denial of Disbelievers, Prophetic Teachings, Day of Judgment,
Guidance.

Extended Abstract

Every human being, upon reflecting on themselves, will inevitably ask
three fundamental questions dictated by reason and innate nature: Where
have I come from? Why am I here? And where am I going? The type of
answer given to these three questions determines one’s worldview,
lifestyle, and ultimate destiny. One of the primary functions of divine
religions is to provide answers to these innate human questions. The Holy
Quran — as the perfected continuation of previous revelations and the
final guide to human salvation — responds to these questions with the
verse: “Indeed, we belong to Allah, and indeed to Him we will return” (al-
Baqarah, 2:156).

Among the core teachings of Islam, belief in resurrection (ma‘ad)
holds such significance that every Muslim is obliged to remember God as
“the Sovereign of the Day of Recompense” (al-Fatihah, 1:4) at least ten
times daily. The Quran repeatedly emphasizes this reality — that all shall
return to God — as in the verse: “To Him is your return, all of you; it is the
true promise of Allah” (Yunus, 10:4). The Quran also explicitly affirms that
the Day of Resurrection — the promised event of all prophets — will most
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certainly come: “Indeed, the Hour is coming without doubt” (al-Hijr, 15:85).

Essentially, the foundation of warning (inzar) and glad tidings
(tabshir) — two central missions of the divine prophets — rests on
affirming and explaining the resurrection of humankind from their graves:
“And it is He who begins creation and then repeats it, and that is even
easier for Him” (al-Rum, 30:27); followed by the presentation of all deeds
for judgment: “To Allah will be your return, all of you; then He will
inform you of what you used to do” (al-Ma’idah, 5:105); “And they will
find whatever deeds they did present before them” (al-Kahf, 18:49).

Given the truth-opposing nature of the adversaries of the prophets, it is
undeniable that they did not remain silent in the face of this life-giving
and human-refining doctrine. Instead of accepting this truth, they
endeavored to justify their denial from various perspectives.

The deniers of the prophets have resorted to various pretexts to justify
their rejection of the life-giving doctrine of the Resurrection, hoping, in
their own estimation, to halt the caravan of truth from advancing. Using a
library-based method, this study seeks to collect Quranic verses and
interpretations from both Sunni and Shia sources related to these
justifications for denial. By focusing on the efforts of the deniers to refute
one of the fundamental principles of the prophetic mission, it employs a
descriptive—analytical approach to classify and analyze their arguments,
thereby providing a deeper understanding of their claims.

Reflection on the Quranic commentaries and verses under study
reveals that accepting the great truth of the Resurrection was extremely
difficult for the disbelievers; therefore, they could not tolerate the teaching
of this vital doctrine and, through their negative reactions, actively denied
it. Their denials, as recounted in the Holy Quran, have been identified and
categorized into seven thematic groups: 1. Speculating and opposing the
very principle of the Resurrection; 2. Expressing doubt and uncertainty
regarding the time of its occurrence; 3. Astonishment at the idea of the
dead being revived; 4. Suggesting that, if the resurrection is true, then
bring our ancestors back to life as a sample so that we may see them with
our own eyes and believe that revival after death is real; 5. Displaying
childish and immoral behavior through mockery and ridicule of the
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Resurrection and its believers; 6. Accusing the divine messengers of
fabrication and labeling salvific teachings as false attributions to God; 7.
Considering belief in the Resurrection as merely one of the “legends of the
ancients.”

It is natural to raise questions regarding this great proclamation;
however, to hastily deny it without reflection—especially out of
stubbornness and obstinacy—is not the habit of sound and healthy
natures. In general, the content of the questions posed about the Ma‘ad
(Resurrection) can be classified into three categories:

a) questions concerning the how of resurrection and the re-creation of
human beings after their bodies have disintegrated like scattered
dust;

b) questions about who possesses the power to accomplish such a
seemingly impossible task; and

¢) questions about the time of the Resurrection and the rising from the
graves.

After the stage of questioning and answering, the moment of choice
and voluntary action arrives. Some people, in search of truth and their lost
certainty, pause for reflection and seek guidance from divine messengers;
while others, pursuing comfort and ease, roll up their sleeves to deny and
refute the doctrine of resurrection so as to evade its moral responsibility.
The oppositions and objections of this latter group—which constitute the
subject of this study—can be divided into three stages: verification,
mockery, and accusation. These will be examined under four main
headings in this article.

Accordingly, the reaction of each nation to the doctrine of resurrection
occurred in two general stages. The first was a natural encounter with this
great announcement, which was typically followed by various questions.
The second stage involved adopting a stance toward the revealed truth—
either leading to faith and guidance or to denial and opposition. From
another perspective, all the themes discussed in this paper can be viewed
as an exposition of the process of denial among the disbelievers: at first,
when they perceived the truthfulness of the prophets and the authenticity
of their religion, they feigned ignorance in their confrontational stance
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toward the doctrine of resurrection and began to cast doubt upon its
principles and corollaries. When they eventually saw the evidences clearly
and found themselves without argument, they expressed astonishment,
describing the resurrection—as noted in the third section of this article—
as something incredible and wondrous. Later, they devised new schemes,
conditioning their belief upon the fulfillment of their unreasonable
demands. Despite all this, they remained unsatisfied with their deceit and
continued to ridicule the doctrine of resurrection and cast accusations
against it, striving by every means to discredit this sacred truth.
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Abstract

Wasl (connection) and fasl (separation) are among the most fundamental
topics in the science of ma‘ani (semantics). Abd al-Qahir Jurjani, in his
book Dala’il al-I'jaz (The Proofs of Inimitability), regards wasl and fasl as
the core of eloquence and believes that fasl involves a single declarative
judgment, while wasl combines two related judgments. Some verses of
Surah al-Insan begin with the conjunction wa (“and”), whereas others do
not. Interpreting the use or omission of this conjunction provides a deeper
understanding of the meanings of the verses in this surah. The connection
and separation of the verses in this chapter are closely related to their
concepts. Accordingly, this study, adopting a descriptive—analytical
method and relying on Jurjani’s theories, examines this topic in Surah al-
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Insan. The results indicate that in this surah, 21 sentences appear as fasl
(separation) and 22 as wasl (connection). The sections describing the
righteous (abrar) in paradise and the rulings related to the Prophet are all
expressed through wasl, indicating that these actions are fully performed
and share a common aspect. In contrast, the verses expressing temporary
states appear through fasl, demonstrating that these conditions are stable
and inseparable components of their contexts.

Keywords
literary exegesis, Surah al-Insan, rhetoric, wasl and fasl, Abd al-Qahir

Jurjani.

Extended Abstract

Drawing on the rhetorical insights of Abd al-Qahir Jurjani in Dala’il al-
Ijaz, the present study aims to examine the sentences in Surah al-Insan,
analyze the instances of wasl (conjunction) and fasl (separation) and their
underlying reasons, and thereby facilitate a deeper understanding of the
message and content of the verses for readers. Through this analysis, the
study seeks to shed light on an aspect of the Qur’an’s miraculous nature
within this rhetorical domain. In the Qur’an, some sentences are linked
together by the particle wa (“and”), which constitutes wasl (connection),
while others—despite the presence of conditions that might justify it—
appear without wa, constituting fasl (separation). Each of these positions
has its own conditions and types that require explanation, for the text in
question is the Qur’an: a divine miracle. Jurjani discusses wasl and fasl
under two main headings in Dala’il al-Ijaz. He first examines wasl and
fasl in circumstantial clauses (jumlah haliyyah), and then addresses the
topic more generally in all types of sentences. In summary, he argues that
the presence of wa indicates two shared judgments, whereas its absence
signals that the subsequent statement follows the ruling of the preceding
one and expresses an independent judgment nested within the first
meaning. Contemplation of Surah al-Insan reveals that some of its verses
begin with wa and others do not, and that certain sentences express
circumstantial meaning—sometimes marked with the circumstantial wa,
and at other times lacking it. Since this surah presents vivid portrayals of
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Paradise, descriptions of the righteous (abrar), and aspects of human
creation, each instance of wasl or fasl in it must therefore possess its own
precise rationale, which calls for systematic analysis.

Surah al-Insan contains 22 occurrences of wa that form the instances
of wasl, and 21 sentences that appear in fasl (without wa). Additionally,
among the five circumstantial sentences in the surah—which are typically
discussed under fasl—each appears without the circumstantial wa. This
study seeks to answer the following questions: 1. According to Jurjani’s
perspective, what semantic function do fasl and wasl serve in Surah al-
Insan? 2. How does a systematic analysis of these instances contribute to
a more precise understanding of meaning for the reader?

This research employs a descriptive—analytical and library-based
method and examines the topic of wasl and fasl in Surah al-Insan based
on Jurjani’s theoretical framework.

Through examining the instances of wasl (conjunction) and fasl
(separation) in Surah al-Insan, it becomes evident that all positions in
which the state (hal) of the human being is described appear as
circumstantial clauses (jumal haliyyah) without the particle wa. The
reason is that these human states fall entirely under the ruling of the
preceding clause, indicating that a person’s state is an inseparable
component of the primary judgment. When the surah describes the
human being’s condition in Paradise, it shows that all such states are part
of God’s reward, and these conditions in Paradise remain subordinate to
that very reward. On the other hand, the findings show that whenever God
intends to present two rulings independently of one another, He employs
wa to connect the sentences so that this distinction is conveyed clearly.
Accordingly, in the verses directed to the Prophet (peace be upon him), all
the commands appear in the form of wasl, indicating that these actions
must each be carried out separately yet in a shared fashion by the Prophet,
and that subordinating one command to another would disrupt the
intended meaning. Systematic analysis of the wasl and fasl positions in
Surah al-Insan demonstrates that each ruling accompanies one action.
When two rulings are joined with wa, it indicates that the two actions are
jointly required and that two distinct acts are performed. Conversely,
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when wa does not occur between two sentences, the meaning conveys one
primary ruling along with a secondary ruling subordinate to it. Thus, in
Surah al-Insan, whenever states are being described, the sentences appear
in fasl to emphasize the unity between the action denoting the state and
the one described by it. Conversely, when the descriptions of the
inhabitants of Paradise are mentioned, the sentences appear in wasl to
show that all the mentioned attributes and blessings are realized for the

righteous and that the rulings are shared among them.
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Abstract

One of the particles in the Arabic language that is used with both
conditional and non-conditional meanings is the particle law (). This
article discusses the various meanings of law, including past-tense
condition, future condition, and the law that functions like a verbal noun.
Special emphasis is placed on one of its meanings—tamanni
(wish/desire). It is shown that although grammarians have called it a
“verbal-noun particle” (harf masdari) that does not actually yield a verbal
noun through interpretation, they have not pointed out that semantically
it conveys the meaning of wishing. This is especially the case when it is
used with the verb wadda (to wish/like) or its derivatives, as mentioned in
grammar and parsing books—details that exceed the scope of this paper.
Using a descriptive—analytical and library-based method, and relying on
Quranic verses, the views of commentators, scholars of Arabic literature,
and the author’s own grammatical-parsing analysis, this article seeks to
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highlight the meaning of wishing conveyed by law in selected verses. It
also attempts to remove the need for assuming ellipses or engaging in
forced interpretations of meaning.

Keywords

Verbal-noun particle, tamanni, parsing, exegesis, interpretation.

Extended Abstract

Indeed, the Noble Quran, this divine book, is described by Imam Ali
(peace be upon him) as a sea whose water-bearers cannot empty it: “A sea
that those who draw from it cannot exhaust” (Nahj al-Balagha, Sermon
198). And as the Lord of all worlds says: “Indeed, We have sent down the
Reminder, and indeed, We will be its guardian” (Al-Hijr, 9). One of the
particles in the Arabic language used with both conditional and non-
conditional meanings is law (). This article discusses the use of law in
various senses, including past-tense condition, future condition, and the
law functioning as a verbal noun (law masdart). Special emphasis is
placed on one of its meanings—tamanni (wish/desire). It is shown that
although grammarians have called it a “verbal-noun particle” that does
not yield a verbal noun through interpretation, they have not noted that
semantically it conveys the meaning of wishing, especially when it is used
with the verb wadda (to wish/like) or its derivatives, as mentioned in
grammatical and parsing books—details which are beyond the scope of
this article.

Using a descriptive—analytical and library-based method, and relying
on Quranic verses, the views of commentators, scholars of Arabic
literature, and the author’s own grammatical-parsing analysis, this article
seeks to highlight the meaning of wishing conveyed by law in selected
verses, while eliminating the need for assuming ellipses or forced
interpretations of meaning.

This article discusses the use of law in various senses:

1. Past-tense condition: This conveys causality between two clauses
following law in the past tense. In this respect, it differs from in (o)
al-shartiyya, which establishes causality between two clauses
following in in the future tense.
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2. Future condition: Here, law indicates a conditional meaning in
the future but is not a jussive particle, unlike in al-shartiyya, which
requires jussive mood.

3. Verbal-noun law: Unlike the verbal-noun particle an, law as a
verbal-noun particle does not govern the subjunctive.

4. Law conveying the meaning of wishing in expressing a future
condition: For example, the verse: “If only there were for us a return,
and we would be among the believers” (Surah Shu‘ara, 102).

In this article, verse 6 of Surah An-Nisa was also discussed. It was
noted that grammarians and Quranic parsers have interpreted law in this
verse as meaning “sharafu wa garabu tark ad-dunya” (i.e., “they were
near to leaving this world”). The author, however, argued that such an
interpretation is unnecessary because law in the verse functions as a
future conditional particle. The conditional verb is taraku, and its
corresponding result is khafu ‘alayhim.

Regarding the verbal-noun law, it was noted that it most often occurs
after the verb wadda or yawadda and its derivatives, and it conveys the
meaning of tamanni (wish/desire).

The meaning of law as tamanni—the main focus of this article—is used
in Quranic verses such as “Law kanu ya‘lamun” (Al-Bagarah, 102—-103)
and Zumar, 26, among others. Some commentators and grammarians
have treated law in these verses as conditional and attempted to assume a
missing response for them. The author, however, proposed a new
interpretation, demonstrating that these verses and similar ones do not
require a response. Rather, law here simply conveys the meaning of
wishing, as in “if only they knew”, and similar expressions.
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