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= Abstract

1 Given the divine, transcendental, and miraculous nature of the Holy
Quran, Muslims and many Orientalists have long been drawn to
understanding its sacred verses. Over time, numerous aspects of the
Quran—including morphology, syntax, rhetoric, jurisprudence, ethics, and
theology—have been extensively examined. Undoubtedly, a correct
understanding of the Quranic text cannot be achieved without precise
recognition and scholarly analysis of the words and vocabulary used in its
verses. Therefore, one of the key issues in Quranic studies is the
conceptual analysis of Quranic vocabulary. Accordingly, the present article
seeks to explore the root k-s-b (kasb) and its derived forms, which occur
67 times in the Quran, and to analyze their meanings as presented by
lexicographers and exegetes, whose views are often diverse and sometimes
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contradictory. Many linguists, commentators, and even translators of the
Quran have referred to multiple meanings for this root and its augmented
triliteral forms. Moreover, these scholars have proposed numerous, and at
times conflicting, interpretations for the structures derived from this root.
Lexicographers and exegetes have ascribed a wide range of meanings—
sometimes even contradictory ones—to the simple (basic) forms of kasb.
Specifically, for the unaugmented forms, meanings such as
request/seeking, stability, goodness, free choice, gain and loss, granting,
attaining, appointing, writing, offspring, gathering, and action/work
have been mentioned. Among the augmented forms, for the istifal
pattern, meanings such as profit/gain, endurance, performing an action,
interference, and striving have been cited; for the ifti‘al pattern, meanings
such as request/seeking, evil, and appointing are given; and for the taf'l
pattern, meanings such as interference and striving are recorded. This
diversity of opinions clearly reveals the dispersion of scholarly views and
the resulting confusion for readers. Hence, the present study aims to
respond to the issues arising from these numerous and scattered
interpretations.

This research employs a descriptive—analytical method with the goal of
clarifying and analyzing the opinions of lexicographers and exegetes
concerning the core meaning and semantic essence of the root k-s-b and
its derived forms as they appear in the Holy Quran, in order to facilitate a
clearer understanding of the Quranic verses.

The findings of the study indicate that:

a) There is no consensus among lexicographers on the meanings of

kasb in either its basic or augmented triliteral forms.

b) In Quranic lexicons, meanings such as gathering, action, and

offspring are considered among the usages of kasb.
¢) Meanings such as good and evil, profit and loss, and writing are
context-dependent and derived from specific usages with external
clues; thus, they do not represent the primary, inherent meaning of
the word.

d) The exegetical argument that kasb denotes good deeds while iktisab
denotes evil is incomplete, since Quranic verses present counterexamples.
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e) The claim that good deeds are obtained effortlessly while evil deeds
require special effort is refuted, because in practice evil can be
committed with ease, whereas good deeds face greater obstacles
such as the nafs ammara (commanding soul) and Satan, which
naturally create more difficulty. Furthermore, neither Quranic
verses nor traditions support such a distinction.

f) The essential, core meaning of the root k-s-b is the general sense of
acquiring or obtaining. Other meanings ascribed to this word either
represent specific instances, refer to the prerequisites or consequences
of acquisition, or reflect context-based semantic shifts within
particular sentences and external indications; therefore, they cannot
be considered part of the primary meaning of the word.

It is worth noting that, regarding the semantic analysis of words derived
from the root k-s-b, only lexicons and Quranic commentaries have
addressed this subject, and no independent work devoted specifically to
the conceptual study of this word was found. Thus, the novelty of this
research lies not only in tracing the semantic root of kasb in the Quran but
also in its pioneering nature as an independent study of this kind.

Keywords
The Holy Quran, vocabulary, semantics, the root kasb.
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Abstract

The derivatives of words related to poverty and destitution are among the
frequently used terms in Islamic teachings. In religious doctrines, poverty
and destitution are described as a form of disaster and affliction. The Holy
Quran and other religious teachings present comprehensive programs in
various forms to eliminate this bitter reality. Lexically, the word faqir
(poor) originally refers to a person whose backbone has been broken. The
word fagr (poverty) itself has multiple usages and appears in different
contexts, and recognizing these distinctions helps resolve apparently
contradictory descriptions of this term in Quranic verses and narrations.
Poverty is generally classified into three categories: essential (intrinsic),
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cultural, and economic.Semantics, as one of the key branches of
linguistics, plays a fundamental role in the accurate understanding of
religious texts, particularly the Holy Quran. Through analyzing conceptual
relationships among words, this science uncovers the hidden layers of
meaning. In this study, the semantic components of words closely related
to the field of poverty and destitution are analyzed through the science of
semantics in comparison to faqr and destitution.

This research adopts a comparative-analytical approach and a
descriptive-analytical method, relying on semantic studies to examine
Quranic vocabulary. It focuses on the analysis of terms such as masghaba,
matraba, faqr, imlaq, ba’sa, ‘usra, ‘ayla, miskin, and hajah within their
Quranic contexts.

This article aims to clarify the subtle semantic distinctions of Quranic
vocabulary within the conceptual field of poverty. With faqr as the focal
point—due to its broader and more frequent use—this study systematically
explains the semantic components of words that share this semantic
domain in comparison to _fagr and destitution.

The research proceeds in two main stages: first, it examines the lexical
meaning of each word. Next, to identify the intended semantic components of
fagr and other related terms in the Quran, it compares their conceptual
nuances and explores the fine distinctions in each Quranic usage. The key
Quranic words discussed in this study include: Masghaba (Balad 14), Matraba
(Balad 16), Faqr (Bagarah 268), Imlaq (Isra 31), Ba’sa (Bagarah 177), ‘Usra
(Bagarah 280), ‘Ayla (Tawbah 28), Maskana (Bagarah 61), Hajah (Yusuf 68).

Findings

The findings of this study can be summarized as follows:

Faqr and destitution, the central concepts of this research, are
expressed in the Quran through different words, each indicating a
particular state, degree, or intensity of poverty and need. The word fagr,
which serves as the focal term of this study, appears 13 times in the Quran
along with its derivatives. In lexicons, it originally signifies a “fracture” or
“gap” in a body part and metaphorically refers to a degree of need or want
that denotes any state of deficiency. Imlaq refers to poverty caused by
squandering and extravagance. It denotes financial destitution following a
state of wealth and abundance. Ba’s—another key word in this semantic
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field—often occurs with the meaning of battle or war. Its derivatives, such
as bu’s and ba’sa, indicate severity and hardship in livelihood and are used
to signify poverty and economic difficulty. Hajah conveys a meaning
broader than outward poverty or destitution. Beyond the notion of need, it
also carries the sense of a desire or longing that drives a person to strive
for its fulfillment. In human life, hajah can indicate both material and
spiritual deficiency. However, based on the Quranic contexts where it
appears, this need often points to an inner, spiritual poverty. Noting this
point leads us to the distinction between this word and other terms related
to poverty. ‘Ayla also signifies poverty, typically used when a person faces
financial hardship. Some scholars maintain that it not only refers to
economic poverty but can also indicate inner or spiritual poverty and even
a lack of awareness of divine rulings. Maskana denotes poverty
accompanied by humiliation, lack of wealth, instability, weakness, and
severe need. It may describe a person who is materially wealthy yet
afflicted with spiritual or psychological poverty. Matraba, by contrast,
refers exclusively to financial poverty. Unlike maskana, which can cover
both material and spiritual destitution, matraba specifically describes one
who is so poor that he sits upon the dust with no wealth or refuge.
Masghaba, though related to hardship, does not directly belong to the
semantic field of poverty and destitution. Occurring only once in the
Quran, it denotes hunger accompanied by suffering and difficulty, often
caused by famine or natural constraints. While it indirectly implies
poverty, its primary meaning concerns the hardship of food scarcity.
Regarding the novelty of this research, it can be stated that despite the
efforts made in various fields of Islamic studies, there remains a noticeable
gap in focused lexical studies of Quranic vocabulary. In fact, what is needed
is a systematic investigation that reveals the subtle semantic nuances of the
words related to fagr (poverty) and other similar Quranic terms.
Accordingly, the present study concentrates on clarifying the semantic
components of fagr and its related vocabulary in the Holy Quran.

Keywords
Phenomenon of poverty, semantic components, comparative evaluation,
conceptual relations
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Abstract

From the perspective of Islam and the verses of the Holy Quran, marriage
is the cornerstone of family formation, the only legitimate means of
satisfying sexual instincts, the foundation for emotional stability, and the
guarantor of human continuity. It represents a middle path between
monasticism and unrestrained sexual freedom. In Islamic jurisprudence,
according to the school of Ahl al-Bayt, marriage (nikah) is classified into
permanent marriage (‘agd da’im) and temporary marriage (mut‘a). In
contemporary times, a new form of marriage known as white marriage
(cohabitation) has emerged and gained popularity. This practice refers to
a man and woman living together for an indefinite period without
adhering to family principles or social norms. White marriage is a product
of Western attitudes toward women and the family, arising from the
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weakening of the family institution in the West.

The feminist theorist Simone de Beauvoir, in her influential book The
Second Sex, identifies the root of women’s oppression in their sexual
relationship with men and views womanhood as the result of gender
stereotypes. Her famous statement, “One is not born, but rather becomes,
a woman” (De Beauvoir, 2003, Vol. 2, p. 13), underscores this idea.
According to her, marriage strips women of their independence and
hinders their creative potential, preventing them from attaining the same
level of autonomy as men. She strongly defended bodily autonomy,
abortion rights, and methods of reproduction independent of men. Based
on such views, feminists advocate for the unconditional fulfillment of
natural desires, particularly sexual needs, and reject the family as the best
framework for satisfying them. For them, the biological function of the
family reinforces patriarchal conditions (Farahmand, 2006, pp. 85-115).

Consequently, in Western schools of thought, marriage is treated as a
private and personal relationship. When a man and woman decide to live
together solely for personal reasons, under one roof, without official
registration, legal recognition, or any binding commitment to remain
together, this arrangement is referred to as white marriage. Living
together without formal marriage has become a common lifestyle in the
West, where women have lost their true status and are treated like
commodities, contributing to the spread of sexual deviations. The rise of
this type of relationship in the West has been attributed to several factors,
including the rejection of patriarchal conditions, tax reductions for single
individuals, and the restoration of property rights to women.

The main question of this study is whether white marriage is legitimate
and acceptable according to Islam (as derived from Quranic verses and
narrations) and Islamic law. If nikah mu‘atat (contractual marriage
through mutual conduct without explicit verbal formula) is valid, can
white marriage be considered a form of it? In light of Quranic verses and
prophetic traditions, what is the legal and spiritual nature of nikah
mu‘atat?

The hypothesis of this research is that white marriage is neither a valid
form of nikah mu‘atat nor an independent legal contract. Therefore, it
lacks both religious and legal legitimacy. If sexual intercourse occurs
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between the man and woman in such a relationship, it constitutes an
unlawful (illicit) act.

This study seeks to examine the nature and reality of white marriage
and its possible connection to nikah mu‘atat based on the Quran and
Sunnah, while presenting supplementary arguments to complete the
discussion and clarify the status of this practice according to Quranic and
hadith-based evidence.

Employing a descriptive-analytical method, the article first defines the
concepts of marriage, cohabitation, and nikah mu‘atat. It then explores
the essence of white marriage and assesses the possibility of its alignment
with nikah mu‘atat, emphasizing Quranic verses and traditions. The
findings demonstrate that white marriage is incompatible with Islamic-
Iranian culture, current Islamic laws in Iran, and the established forms of
permanent and temporary marriage. Moreover, it does not meet the
foundational conditions of nikah mu‘atat. Therefore, it cannot be
validated or supported by the Quran, Sunnah, or the fatwas of Islamic
jurists.

The conclusion of this article is that white marriage and cohabitation
cannot be considered a form of marital union because the essential
elements required for a lawful and religious marriage—even for nikah
mu‘atat—are absent. Rather, such cohabitation typically serves as a
temporary arrangement to escape economic or psychological difficulties
or, at best, as a preliminary stage of acquaintance prior to formal
marriage. Therefore, white marriage and cohabitation are neither legally
nor religiously recognized as marriage and fail to satisfy the requirements
of nikah mu‘atat.

The novelty of this research lies in its attention to relevant Quranic
verses and its integration of ayat al-ahkam (legal verses of the Quran) in
analyzing this contemporary social phenomenon.

Keywords
The Holy Quran, Hadith, white marriage, Islamic jurisprudence, Nikah
Mu‘atat
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. Abstract

The continuous evolutionary process and movement of Quran translation
not only demonstrate the importance of translation but also represents an
undeniable necessity. This growing trend—rightly referred to as “the
springtime of Quran translation”—cannot advance without critical
evaluations of previous translations, particularly through the frameworks
and theories of modern linguistics. Among the most significant linguistic
theories for assessing translation quality is the translation critique model
introduced by Carmen Garcés in 1944, which was designed to evaluate the
qualitative level of translations and to conduct a qualitative analysis of
literary translated texts.

Considering the undeniable importance of Quran translation, the
present study, drawing on Garcés’ model, seeks to critique and evaluate
the lexical choices made by Karim Zamani in his translation of the Quran.
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Zamani’s translation was selected because of his particular emphasis on
lexical selection throughout the translation process. Although some
reviews of Zamani’s translation exist, no specialized and systematic study
grounded in linguistics and based on Garcés’ model has previously been
conducted.

Garcés’ model is organized into four levels—semantic-lexical, syntactic-
morphological, discoursal-functional, and stylistic-pragmatic. Among
these, the semantic-lexical level, which focuses specifically on the
evaluation of translated vocabulary, is the focus of this study and is well
suited to the nature of the selected translation. The key research question
is: To what extent does Karim Zamani’s translation correspond to Garcés’
method at the semantic-lexical level? It should be noted that the
application of the other three levels lies beyond the scope of this paper and
requires separate studies due to their breadth.

Regarding Zamani’s translation and the application of Garcés’ model in
critiquing it, no prior research has been carried out. The only related study
is a non-linguistic critique by Nadali Ashuri Taluki, published in two parts
in Tarjoman-e Vahy (Issues 19 and 20, 2015—2016). Thus, the present
work constitutes the first independent study to evaluate the quality of
Zamani’s translation based on Garcés’ model at the semantic-lexical level.

This research employs a descriptive-analytical and library-based
method. Its main findings are as follows:

1) Carmen Garcés’ proposed model at the semantic-lexical level is well-
suited for critiquing Karim Zamani’s translation of the Quran
because the translator, during the translation process, employs
strategies such as adaptation, explanation and interpretation of
vocabulary, and selection of equivalents, while also engaging in
lexical expansion and reduction and conveying ambiguity.

2) In terms of explaining and interpreting vocabulary, Zamani’s
translation includes numerous instances of explanatory and detailed
additions. These detailed explanations are generally observable in
three forms: (a) explanations related to the reasons for choosing a
particular word, (b) parenthetical or interpretive notes, and (c)
supplementary clarifications within the translation text itself.
Therefore, Zamani’s translation can be characterized as both an
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explanatory and interpretive translation.

3) The use of multiple cultural or common equivalents is one of the
notable aspects of Zamani’s translation. The translator has both
invented new words and employed archaic Persian terms, some of
which are familiar while others are uncommon.

4) Lexical expansion and reduction in Zamani’s translation often
involve the omission of sentence elements, nominalization, the
transformation of passive constructions into active ones, and verb
deletion. Changes in Arabic syntactic structures are also observable
at the lexical level, with structures such as the absolute object
(maful mutlaq) contributing to lexical expansion and reduction.

5) In dealing with lexical ambiguity in polysemous words, Zamani
often chooses a literal translation, which preserves the source word
in the target text.

6) Regarding the general versus the specific (or vice versa), specific
Arabic terms in Zamani’s translation are sometimes rendered more
generally. In terms of adaptation, Zamani clarifies the meaning of
the verses by selecting the closest corresponding sense in the target
language.

7) Zamani’s translation is a combination of translation and
interpretation. It is a valuable and distinguished work, ranking
among the top ten contemporary Persian translations of the Quran.
Minor shortcomings exist, which is natural in a project of such
magnitude.

Keywords

The Quran, Garces’ theory, semantic-lexical level, lexical choice, Zamani
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3 Abstract
The issue of the authority (hujjiyyah) of understanding and interpreting

the Quran by non-infallibles is one of the longstanding and contentious
topics among Shia jurists and hadith scholars. This disagreement dates
back to the very beginning of Islam and continues to the present day,
giving rise to various approaches to Quranic exegesis. Among these
approaches is the Akhbari school, which insists that the Quran must be
interpreted only in conjunction with the narrations of the Infallibles
(peace be upon them) and deems any interpretation without recourse to
these narrations impermissible. Sheikh Hurr Amili, a prominent Shia
scholar of the Safavid era and a key proponent of the Akhbari thought,
addressed this issue in his book al-Fawa’id al-Tusiyyah. In it, he
presented arguments against the permissibility of interpreting the Quran
independently and questioned the applicability of the apparent meanings
(zawahir) of the Quranic text as muhkamat (clear and decisive verses).
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His views remain a subject of scholarly debate and critique. One of the
arguments he offered in support of his position is based on the concept of
circular reasoning (dawr). However, since the interpretation of the Quran
directly affects the understanding of religion, Islamic beliefs, lifestyle, and
the application of religious rulings, it is noteworthy that Sheikh Hurr
Amili—despite belonging to the Akhbari school, which typically dismisses
rational argumentation—resorted to logical reasoning and discussed these
issues in a work like al-Fawa’id al-Tusiyyah, which reflects his theological
stance. This makes a critical analysis of his views essential. This research
aims to examine and critique Sheikh Hurr Amili’s arguments, particularly
his reasoning regarding the circularity of Quranic interpretation, and to
highlight the strengths and weaknesses of his analyses—especially
concerning the permissibility of interpreting the Quran.

Using a descriptive-analytical method, the study investigates the
evidence he provides for the alleged circularity in interpreting the Quran.

Despite extensive searches among existing studies, no research directly
dedicated to this specific topic was found. However, related works include
‘Ulum al-Quran ‘nd al-Mufassirin (Quranic Sciences among the
Exegetes) by Markaz al-Thaqafa wa al-Ma‘arif al-Quraniyya; Akhbariyyah
(History and Beliefs) by Ebrahim Beheshti; Mabani Tafsir al-Quran
(Foundations of Quranic Exegesis) by Reza Modarres; the article “The
Authority of Understanding and Interpreting the Quran by Non-Infallibles
in Shia Narrations” by Kazem Qazizadeh and Mohaddeseh Moghiminezhad
Davarani; and the article “An Examination the Akhbari Theory on the
Non-Authority of Quranic Apparent Meanings” by Mohammad Javad
Salmanpour. A review of these works reveals that none has comprehensively
and exclusively dealt with the topic under study. Therefore, this paper
explores the issue in detail for the first time.

This study aims to provide both naqdi (refutational) and halli (resolving)
responses to Sheikh Hurr Amili’s arguments and to demonstrate that,
according to the majority of Shia and Sunni scholars, the apparent
meanings of the Quranic verses possess authoritative value. On this basis,
the interpretation of the Quran by non-infallibles is not only permissible but
also an indispensable necessity for the correct understanding of religion.
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The study shows that Sheikh Hurr Amili sought to present a logical
argument to prove the impermissibility of interpreting the Quran without
the narrations and to deny the authority of the Quran’s apparent
meanings. However, as demonstrated, his reasoning faces multiple
objections—both refutational and resolving—such as the problem of
circularity in relying on the Quran’s authority while validating it through
hadith, or the establishment of the authority of the Quran’s apparent
meanings through various arguments, including rational proof and the
sira ‘ugala’iyya (practice of rational people). Moreover, his general claim
that the Quran is gati al-sudur (certain in transmission) but zanni al-
dalalah (probable in meaning), as opposed to hadith, is countered by
multiple evidences.

From these findings, it can be concluded that, according to the well-
established opinions of leading Shia and Sunni scholars, the apparent
meanings of the Quran are authoritative, and consequently, interpreting
the Quran is permissible—indeed, based on strong evidence, it is deemed a
necessity. Only Akhbari scholars, such as Sheikh Hurr Amili, due to their
foundational differences, maintain the impermissibility of interpreting the
Quran without recourse to narrations, a position rejected by exegetes
(mufassirun) and usulis (principlists).

Keywords
Akhbaris, Sheikh Hurr Amili, Al-Fawa'id al-Tusiya, authority of apparent
meanings of the Qur’an, permissibility of interpretation, remoteness
argument.
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& Abstract

The condition of ‘A‘lamiyyah (being most knowledgeable) is one of the
criteria that, in Shia jurisprudence, is considered in following a religious
authority (marja’). This term in the jurisprudential context refers to
superiority in science of Islamic jurisprudence, deeper awareness of
Sharia rulings, and the ability to derive legal judgments from
jurisprudential sources. By referring to the Holy Quran and the narrations
of the Infallibles, it is understood that one of the conditions for an Islamic
ruler is ‘A‘lamiyyah—being the most knowledgeable. With regard to the
condition of ‘Alamiyyah in Article 107 of the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Iran for leadership, the present study aims to explain and
analyze the Qur’anic and narrative foundations of the necessity to observe
this condition for an Islamic ruler and to clarify the precise meaning of
‘Alamiyyah. However, there is disagreement over whether ‘A‘lamiyyah
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means being most knowledgeable in jurisprudence or being most aware in
governance. Therefore, this article seeks to answer the question: What
does ‘Alamiyyah mean for an Islamic ruler, and must the ruler be the
most knowledgeable person in all fields related to governance? Since
knowing and identifying an Islamic ruler during the occultation of the
Infallible Imam is of great importance in the life of the Islamic
community, clarifying the criteria for recognizing a ruler is essential. One
of these criteria is the ruler’s ‘Alamiyyah.

The hypothesis underlying this study, which constitutes its main claim,
has two points:

a) By using Qur’anic verses and narrations, it is clarified that
‘Aflamiyyah refers to the ruler being more knowledgeable in all matters
related to governance. b) Absolute ‘Alamiyyah is neither required nor
possible in all these matters; therefore, relative ‘Alamiyyah—to the extent
that the ruler can derive Islamic interests and the welfare of Muslims
through ijtihad from the sum of relevant knowledge—is sufficient. A jurist
who lacks proper insight and decision-making ability in social and
political matters cannot be considered a mujtahid (jurist) in governance
and cannot take responsibility for leading society.

The main objective of this study is to clarify the concept of ‘A‘lamiyyah
in the Islamic ruler with reference to the contents of the Quran and the
narrations of the Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them) and its necessity.

This research, conducted using a descriptive-analytical and library-
based method, after explaining the meaning of the term ‘Alamiyyah,
examined related verses and narrations and reached the following results:

1) A review of the above studies shows that the condition of

‘Alamiyyah in religious authority and Islamic leadership is
multidimensional and a matter of debate, and its Qur’anic and
narrative foundations need to be clearly explained. This crucial task
has not been adequately addressed in the studies mentioned;
therefore, a precise analysis of the conditions of an Islamic ruler,
including ‘Alamiyyah, from the perspective of the Quran and
narrations, is very important and enlightening, and is the
responsibility of researchers.
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2) The term figh and its derivatives (such as faqih, afqah, etc.) in
narrations mean deep and absolute knowledge of religion and differ
from their modern common usage.

3) The term ‘Alam in the well-known usage refers to being more
knowledgeable in jurisprudence. Among the various interpretations
of the term ‘Alam, it seems that the interpretation which
understands ‘Alamiyyah as being more skilled in applying general
rules to specific cases and deriving legal rulings from relevant
sources is the closest to accuracy.

4) The term ‘Alam in most narrations appears alongside words
relating to the leadership of the community and guidance of the
nation, such as judgment; meaning that ‘Alamiyyah in these
narrations is considered one of the conditions for an Islamic ruler.
Since leading the community is not solely dependent on the ability
to deduce jurisprudential rulings, ‘Alam in these narrations cannot

mean the same as the conventional definition. Careful examination

of the narrations where the word ‘A‘lam is used reveals that it refers
to a jurist who is more knowledgeable than other jurists in
managing society, leading the community, and securing the various
interests of people in political, economic, military, and other
matters, whether or not ‘Alam is understood in its conventional
sense. For leading an Islamic society, being most knowledgeable in
jurisprudence in the conventional sense is insufficient.

5) On this basis, it is suggested that the term afqah be used for a

religious authority (marja’), and the term ‘Alam for the Islamic

ruler.

Keywords
‘Alamiyyah’, Islamic ruler, Wilayat al-Faqih, Marja‘ Taqlid.
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