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The Role of Polysemy in the Words and Phrases of the Holy
Quran in the Scientific Authority of the Quran

Seyyed Mahmoud Tayyeb Hosseini?
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In this article, polysemy refers to the indication of multiple and diverse
meanings by the words and phrases of the Holy Quran. More precisely, it
pertains to the extraction of multiple meanings from a single word or
phrase in the Quran. In Usul Figh (principles of jurisprudence) and
Quranic exegesis, this phenomenon is sometimes referred to as the use of
a word in more than one meaning, the application of a homonymous term
to more than one of its meanings, or the intention of two meanings from a
single expression. This study, conducted using an analytical and
descriptive approach, seeks to answer the question: How does the
acceptance of polysemy in the words and phrases of the Quran contribute
to the expansion of the Quran’s scientific authority toward maximal
authority across various fields of knowledge? The findings of this research
affirm that permitting polysemy in Quranic words and phrases is one of
the fundamental principles of the Quran’s authority. This principle
expands the scope of the Quran’s authority toward maximal authority.
Furthermore, most scholars who support the concept of the Quran’s
maximal authority—at various levels—have, either consciously or

1. Professor, Department of Quranic Studies, Research Institute of Hawza and University, Qom, Iran.
tayebh@rihu.ac.ir

* Tayyeb Hosseini, M. (2024). The Role of Polysemy in the Words and Phrases of the Holy Quran in
the Scientific Authority of the Quran. Journal of Sudies of Quranic Sciences, 6(21), pp. 7-39.
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unconsciously, based their views on the acceptance of polysemy. To clarify
and prove this perspective, the study first presents the arguments
supporting the permissibility of polysemy in the Quran and then analyzes
and examines notable Quranic verses that exemplify different forms of

polysemy.

Keywords
Polysemy, Scientific Authority of the Quran, Types of Authority
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Abstract

The Holy Quran is a divine book whose content and wording were entirely
revealed by God to the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH). It is the everlasting
miracle of the Prophet and serves as proof of his prophethood. One way to
establish the divine origin of the Quran is by demonstrating its miraculous
nature. Islamic scholars have identified various aspects of the Quran’s
miraculousness, with some considering a particular aspect as the most
significant. This article highlights the most well-known aspects of Quranic
miracles and, drawing on the views of Ayatollah Khamenei, identifies the
most significant aspect of the Quran’s miraculousness. By analyzing
several dimensions of Quranic miracles and examining the statements of
the Supreme Leader of Iran on this subject, the study also reviews the
perspectives of other scholars. Using a descriptive-analytical approach,
this research establishes that the Quran, as a clear and enlightening book,

possesses multiple dimensions of miraculousness. However, considering
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the Quran’s universality, eternity, and the purpose behind granting miracles
to prophets, the most significant aspect of the Quran’s miraculous nature is
its guiding miracle (I'jaz Hidayati).

Keywords

Miraculousness, Aspects of Miraculousness, Guiding Miracle, Miracle of
the Quran, Ayatollah Khamenei.
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The Holy Quran is an enduring miracle and a steadfast pillar of Islam
across time and space. The study of the Quran’s miraculous nature is an
external Quranic science that has drawn the attention of many scholars.
Imam Khamenei, as a contemporary innovative and insightful scholar, has
frequently addressed the miraculous aspects and wonders of the Quran in
various contexts. Given the diversity of perspectives on the interpretation
of the Quran’s miraculousness, it is essential to examine how the Supreme
Leader of the Islamic Revolution conceptualizes this phenomenon.
Employing a descriptive-analytical approach and utilizing library and
software resources, this study seeks to answer the question: What is the
nature of the Quran’s miraculousness in the thought of Imam Khamenei?
The hypothesis suggests that, in his view, the Quran is an eternal miracle
that responds to humanity’s fundamental needs throughout history and in
all aspects of life. An analysis of Ayatollah Khamenei’s statements reveals
that miracles are real phenomena beyond ordinary human comprehension,
and that God has equipped His messengers with miracles aligned with
their respective eras to convince people and establish divine truth. The
Holy Quran, in line with Islam’s universal and perpetual mission, is

1. Ph.D. Student, Al-Mustafa International University, Qom, Iran. fasihi7276@gmail.com

* Fasihi Akhlagi, A. (2024). An Explanation of the Miraculous Nature of the Holy Quran in the
Thought of Imam Khamenei. Journal of Sudies of Quranic Sciences, 6(21), pp. 68-101.
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presented as the Prophet Muhammad’s (PBUH) comprehensive and
everlasting miracle. It manifests multiple dimensions of miraculousness:
its linguistic beauty represents an unparalleled artistic masterpiece, and
its structure—characterized by rhythm, resonance, coherence, and
harmony—demonstrates an extraordinary composition. Moreover, its
eloquent and sublime expressions encompass principles that ensure
human prosperity and well-being, maintaining their freshness and
relevance across generations.

Keywords
Holy Quran, Imam Khamenei, Quranic Miracle, Linguistic Artistry,
Principles of Life.
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2! Abstract

“ The accountability of animals is a topic that requires thorough
investigation into its scientific foundations, as well as relevant Quranic
verses and narrations. Such research enhances our understanding and
deeper knowledge of narrations and verses concerning resurrection, as
well as verses and hadiths related to the will, choice, and glorification of
animals. Therefore, this study, employing a descriptive-analytical
approach and referencing the interpretative perspectives of prominent
exegetes, seeks to examine whether animals are accountable for their
actions. Given that, according to certain Quranic verses, animals possess
awareness, perception, will, choice, glorification, and resurrection—albeit
within the limits of their existential capacity—and that birds, insects, and
other creatures enjoy these attributes within their own existential ranks, it
seems that animals should bear certain responsibilities in their worldly
lives. This is because all the conditions and attributes necessary for
accountability exist within them, albeit at a lower level compared to
human beings.
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Accountability, Resurrection, Resurrection Verses, Animal Accountability,
Animal Resurrection.
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Cognitive linguistics opens new avenues in understanding the Quran. To
facilitate a better understanding of abstract matters, the Quran utilizes
motion verbs in its verses. The linguistic approach to Quranic topics leads
to discoveries that are often overlooked in traditional studies. One of these
approaches is the study of motion verbs in the Quran based on Leonard
Talmy’s theory of motion verbs, which provides a deeper insight and a
better understanding of Quranic verses. Talmy considers a motion event
as a state involving movement and the succession of different spatial
locations. This study examines motion verbs in Surah Al-Fath according to
Talmy’s motion theory using a descriptive-analytical method, analyzing
the words with motion and their components. The findings indicate that in
Surah Al-Fath, various motion verbs are used to conceptualize abstract

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Kharazmi University, Faculty
of Literature, Tehran, Iran (Corresponding Author). asvadi @khu.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Kharazmi University, Faculty
of Literature, Tehran, Iran. isazaredorniani @khu.ac.ir

3. Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Faculty of Literature, Kharazmi University,
Tehran, Iran. nastaran.jabbari.80@gmail.com

* Asvadi, A.; Zare Dorniani, |.; Jabbari Asa, N. (2024). A Study of Motion Verbs in Surah Al-Fath
Based on Talmy's Theory. Journal of Sudies of Quranic Sciences, 6(21), pp. 131-159.
https://Doi.org/10.22081/jgss.2025.69517.1315

WWW.jgss.isca.ac.ir


http://www.jqss.isca.ac.ir
mailto:asvadi@khu.ac.ir
mailto:isazaredorniani@khu.ac.ir
mailto:nastaran.jabbari.80@gmail.com
https://Doi.org/10.22081/jqss.2025.69517.1315

matters such as victory, tranquility, reward, and conflict. The types of
motion-related meanings are represented in Surah Al-Fath, with 77% of
the motion verbs being transitive, 17% self-contained motion verbs, and
6% static verbs. Among these, transitive directional motion verbs,
including anzal (sent down) and adkhul (enter), dominate and align most
closely with the content of Surah Al-Fath, reflecting the greatness and

majesty of divine punishments and blessings.

Keywords
The Holy Quran, Surah Al-Fath, Motion Verbs, Talmy's Theory, Cognitive

Linguistics.
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28. talmy, leonard 1972, semantic structures, in English and Atsugewi, doctoral

dissertation, university of California, Berkeley, USA.
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Zh Abstract
" Parables are among the most magnificent literary and artistic
manifestations of the Quran, through which divine truths and eternal
realities are expressed in a way that nourishes each individual according
to their capacity. Parables have been primarily studied from a literary
perspective, with an emphasis on their rhetorical aspects, often
overlooking their deeper, educational dimensions and the unique methods
used in their illustration. Additionally, Quranic stories and the entire
wording of the Quran, which offer a higher form of parable than common
and widespread ones, have been ignored. However, it must be understood
that when an individual encounters the parables of the Quran, they do not
merely focus on the literary aspects but instead pursue the educational
goals and impacts they convey. While literature serves as a key that
unlocks these meanings, it is essential to acknowledge that existing studies
on Quranic parables are but a glimpse into the infinite expanse of the
Quran's depth. A more profound and detailed exploration of the concept
of parables is necessary to uncover its secrets, which represent lofty divine
knowledge. This study, using a descriptive-analytical method, expands the
concept of parables from the conventional examples to stories and all

1. Assistant Professor, Department of Arabic Language and Literature, Payam Noor University,
Garmsar, Iran. mahbubeh_moonesan47@yahoo.com

* Moonesan, M. (2024). The Truth of Parables in the World, Words, and Quranic Stories with the
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Quranic words. It aims to investigate the embodied truths of human
actions as presented through parables in the Quran. This paper offers an
overview of parable methods in the Quran, defining parables, their types,
and their benefits, and explores the nature of parables in the world and
the Quran, emphasizing the portrayal of the visualization of human
actions as outlined by God.

K eywords
Quran, Eloquence, Parable, Visualization, Truth
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