. 1 — s EISSN: 2716-9944
Studies of Qur'anic Sciences el auwy

The Theory of Establishing the Qur’an

Mohammad Sadeq Yousefi Moqaddam]

Received: 2025/05/22 e Revised: 2025/08/29 @ Accepted: 2025/09/06 e Published online: 2025/10/01

% Abstract

Many of the Qur’an’s teachings are devoted to establishing a monotheistic
society and consider creation—both in its existential order and legislative
framework—to be under the guardianship of the One God. In reality, the
Qur’an acts as the guardian of society and guides it toward the most
upright and enduring traditions, since its educational, social, economic,
and political teachings are free from ambiguity, superstition, and
extremes. They are characterized by harmony between outward and
inward aspects, belief and action, and compatibility with the entirety of
creation. Nevertheless, the way many Islamic societies engage with the
Qur'an is limited to seeking divine reward and minimal practical
application, which has created obstacles to establishing a truly
monotheistic society. One of today’s major issues in Islamic societies can
be described as the lack of commitment to establishing the Qur'an—
meaning a weakness in adhering to Qur’anic perspectives, orientations,
and actions. Using library-based and analytical methods, and with the aim
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of preparing the ground for realizing the Qur’an’s authority, this article
examines the concepts, reasons, and aims of establishing the Qur’an and
clarifies its scope. The study concludes that the Islamic community is
obligated to establish the Qur’an in all of its laws and instructions in order
to realize an Islamic identity. Moreover, the philosophy of establishing the
Qur’an in guiding humanity through divine legislation aligns with the very
philosophy of the creation of existence—namely, human growth and
perfection. The scope of establishing the Noble Qur’an corresponds to the
scope of its mission: the Qur'an’s discussion of religious matters and
otherworldly values does not confine its guidance to only those areas;
rather, shaping the culture, economy, politics, and judiciary of society
based on justice also falls within the Qur’an’s guiding domains.

Keywords

Establishing the Qur’an; Philosophy of Establishing the Qur’an;
Monotheistic Society; Strategic Objectives of Establishing the Qur’an;
Approaches and Requirements for Establishing the Qur’an.

Extended Abstract

This article develops the Theory of Establishing the Qur'an with the aim
of preparing the groundwork for realizing the Qur’an’s authority. On the
one hand, the teachings of the Noble Qur’an strengthen monotheistic
insight and view all affairs of the created world as being under God’s will
and dependent on faith in Him (al-Baqarah 255; Al ‘Imran 1). On the
other hand, it considers the establishment of a monotheistic society to be
contingent upon servitude to the One God and the rejection of false deities
(al-Zumar 17). From the Qur’anic perspective, through strengthening
knowledge and faith, and through collective effort to establish truth
(Surah al-‘Asr), steadfastness in justice and equity (al-Hadid 25; al-Nisa’
58), enjoining right and forbidding wrong (Al ‘Imran 104), upholding and
adhering to covenants (al-Ma’idah 5), combating corruption, tyranny (al-
A‘raf 58; Hud 77, etc.) and aggression (al-Bagarah 184), a firm and faithful
community emerges—one committed to establishing the Muhammadan
call (al-Anfal 24) and thus blessed with a prosperous life.
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The description of the Qur’an as gayyim (guardian) in verses 2—3 of
Surah al-Bayyinah means that establishing the Qur’an ensures human
welfare and true interests. Although in some verses—such as al-Baqarah
124 and al-Furqan 74—the term imam refers to a human leader whose
authority must be accepted and followed, in other verses imam refers to
heavenly scriptures, meaning that their authority must be acknowledged
and they must be followed. In addition to its application to humans and
divine books, the Qur’an also applies the term imam to objects that serve
as signs and lessons guiding humanity to the right path—such as in al-Hijr
79, where the two cities of the people of Lot and the people of the Wood
are called imam. Despite these teachings, the general engagement of
Islamic societies with the Qur’an is largely confined to seeking divine
reward, while practical application of its teachings is minimal and limited
to moral and eschatological values. Scientific and practical commitment to
the Qur’an’s teachings in all dimensions of material and spiritual life has
become neglected. Naturally, such an approach poses serious obstacles to
establishing the Qur’an’s teachings and, consequently, to establishing a
monotheistic society. Thus, one of the major contemporary issues in
Muslim societies is the lack of commitment to establishing the Qur’an and
the weakness in adhering to Qur’anic perspectives, inclinations, and
behaviors.

Using library-based and analytical approaches, as well as the Qur’an-
by-Qur'an method and field observations, this article examines the
philosophy, aims, scope, and strategies of establishing the Qur’an.

The findings of this study are as follows:

1. The Qur’an is the guardian and guide of society toward the most

steadfast traditions and paths.

2. Based on the apparent meaning of the verses, human beings are
obligated both to establish the religion and to establish the Qur’an
with all its laws and instructions.

3. Describing the Qur’an as fabl Allah (the rope of God) or al-‘urwat
al-wuthqa (the firmest bond), and the emphasis on holding fast to
it, necessitates establishing the Qur’an—meaning that, beyond belief
and the establishment of doctrinal principles, its actions and
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practices must be realized in the individual and social lifestyle of
Muslims.
. From the Qur’anic perspective, all created beings move toward their
ultimate perfection through God’s innate (takwini) guidance, and
humans—beyond this innate guidance—are also endowed with
divine legislative (tashrii) guidance to attain their ultimate
perfection. The philosophy of establishing the Qur’an is the
legislative guidance of humankind.
. The scope of establishing the Qur’an corresponds to the scope of its
mission. The Qur’an’s discussion of religious and otherworldly
matters does not confine its guidance to those values; rather,
organizing worldly life—such as culture, economy, politics, and the
judiciary—based on justice is part of its domain of guidance. It
ensures human welfare in both worldly and next-worldly matters to
the extent human capacity permits, without excess or neglect.

. Establishing the Qur’an requires certain strategies and conditions,

including:

e Forming a community that believes in establishing the Qur’an,
through reforming and strengthening their beliefs about the
Qur’an and clarifying the method of adhering to it;

e Establishing a community committed to Qur’anic beliefs through
strengthening monotheism, devotion to divine authority,
nurturing a justice-oriented society, and consolidating and
expanding the Islamic lifestyle;

¢ Reviving public responsibility for building a faithful community
by creating conditions for public participation, strengthening
unity, and fostering resistance, altruism, and a culture of jihad,
and nurturing a society committed to righteous deeds;

e Preserving Qur’anic concepts and terminology by precisely and
systematically explaining concepts related to establishing the
Qur’an, adhering to Qur’anic expressions instead of foreign
terms, and promoting Qur’anic discourse in both expert and
public settings.
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