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31 Abstract

This article examines the scientific authority of the Quran and the
challenge posed by the changeability and criticizability of human sciences.
Although no fully formulated science appears in the Quran, its scientific
authority in guiding humanity and its foundational role in both theoretical
and practical wisdom are undeniable. The Quran contains the
epistemological materials and intellectual infrastructure necessary for the
formation of sciences. Within this authority lies a key challenge: while the
teachings of the Quran are immutable and infallible, scientific disciplines
are by nature dynamic and open to criticism. This raises the question:
How can sciences, which are inherently subject to change and critique, be
derived from a fixed and unchangeable source like the Quran? Using a
descriptive-analytical method, this study attempts to provide a coherent
answer. The findings indicate that proponents of the scientific authority of
the Quran adopt three main approaches whose answers—despite slight
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variations—lead to a similar conclusion: The maximalist approach, which
considers the Quran as a comprehensive repository of all sciences,
emphasizing the human role in deriving knowledge from revelation. The
moderate approach, which views the Quran as encompassing the general
principles of sciences while leaving the derivation of particulars to sound
reasoning and ijtthad. The minimalist approach, which restricts the
Quran’s role to shaping scientific presuppositions or influencing
technology.

Errors or changes in the sciences derived from the Quran stem from
human misunderstanding and interpretation, not from any deficiency or
variability in the divine text itself. Hence, the scientific authority of the
Quran is fully compatible with the criticizability and changeability of
human sciences, preserving the Quran’s infallibility.

Keywords
Scientific Authority of the Quran, Criticizability of Sciences, Infallibility of
the Quran.

Extended Abstract

The fundamental principle of the scientific authority of the Quran and the
necessity of referring to it in human individual and social life—regardless
of its scope and domain—is one of the well-established tenets of Islam.
Both the verses of the Holy Quran and the clear teachings of the Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH) and his pure progeny affirm this principle. The
implication of such divine guidance is that the Quran serves as a reference,
standard, and guide in both practical and theoretical wisdom. It is clear
that no formalized body of knowledge, not even the most religious
sciences such as jurisprudence (figh), ethics, or theology, is explicitly
recorded in the Quran. Nevertheless, the elevated teachings of the Quran
contain the foundational materials and underlying structures for various
branches of knowledge.

However, the notion of the Quran’s scientific authority—in any form or
degree—faces a major doubt: human sciences are the products of human
effort, and human works are always subject to critique, revision, and
change. Scientific inquiry is based on hypotheses and experimentation,
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not on self-evident rational principles; Scientific hypotheses and
experiments have temporary validity. Therefore, the scientific worldview
is inherently unstable and uncertain. Most human sciences, whether based
on empirical methods or non-empirical ones such as rational or transmitted
approaches, are limited, finite, and constantly changing, even subject to
decline or falsification. In contrast, the teachings and knowledge of the
Qur’an—being the manifestation of divine knowledge—are permanent and
eternal, and thus not subject to change, critique, or invalidation. The
Qur’an explicitly denies the possibility of any form of falsehood entering it
(Fussilat, 41—42). The coming of falsehood toward the Qur’an would mean
that falsehood could find a way into it, that some of its parts could perish
and become invalid, or that its entire body of truths and knowledge could
be rendered false. It could also mean that some of its rulings, laws, and
their corresponding moral teachings would be nullified, making them
inapplicable. This implies that within the Qur’an there is no contradiction
in its statements, no falsehood in its reports, and no invalidity in its
wisdom, teachings, or rulings. Nothing can oppose it, nor can it undergo
alteration or distortion. Therefore, a question arises: How can sciences
that are inherently open to critique, change, and development be derived
from the Qur’an, which is immutable and beyond error? Therefore, how
can sciences that are constantly subject to critique, change, and
development be derived from the Qur’an? This study seeks to provide a
proper answer to this question through a descriptive—analytical method.
The following results have been obtained in this article.

1. The scientific authority of the Qur’an means its meaningful influence

on various branches of knowledge. This influence may take the form
of a source, foundation, proof, or criterion for evaluating sciences
and can affect different dimensions of knowledge — including
foundations, aims, issues, methods, and outcomes.
Human sciences are by nature changeable, open to critique, and
constantly evolving, whereas Qur’anic teachings are fixed, eternal,
and infallible. Thus, how can variable sciences be derived from a
stable and unchangeable source? Scholars who acknowledge the
Qur’an’s scientific authority adopt three main approaches:
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a) The maximalist approach — All sciences exist within the
Qur’an; however, since no science appears in its complete and
explicit form, the human role in discovering and inferring
sciences from revelation is essential. Any potential errors in
sciences derived from the Qur’an are attributed to human
agency and do not undermine the sanctity of revelation.

b) The moderate (balanced) approach — The Qur’an contains
the general principles and foundations of sciences, and human
knowledge must be derived from these principles through
correct reasoning and ijtthad. Errors in deducing secondary
matters from Qur’anic principles do not affect the Qur’an itself;
such inferred, conjectural conclusions can still be related to the
Qur’an, as is the case in jurisprudence and usul al-figh.

¢) The minimalist approach — The Qur’an is viewed as capable
only of shaping certain scientific presuppositions or influencing

\ .
technology. %@;

2. The Qur’anic text and its interpretive logic are infallible; however,

\

human beings may err in applying that logic or in inferring from the
Qur’an. Such errors do not extend to the revealed text itself, and the

fallibility of human understanding does not disqualify a discipline
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derived from the Qur’an from being Qur’an-based — just as this is
accepted in jurisprudential ijtihad.

3. The scientific authority of the Qur’an does not imply its direct or
complete influence on every scientific statement. Rather, the Qur’an
can provide the material, foundations, and objectives of sciences
within the framework of divine worldview and Islamic anthropology.
Errors and changes in sciences derived from the Qur’an stem from
human limitations in comprehension and reasoning, not from any
defect or changeability in the revealed text. Therefore, the Qur’an’s
scientific authority is compatible with the revisability and evolution
of human sciences, for the Qur’an’s infallibility remains preserved.

Through sound reasoning and scholarly effort, human sciences can
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benefit from the Qur’an’s immutable values. The Qur’an possesses
the capacity for scientific authority and can serve as a source,
foundation, and guide for organizing various sciences; yet, the
derivation and understanding of knowledge from the Qur’an depend
on human ability and ijtihad. Possible errors in this process belong
to human interpretation, not to the Qur’an itself. This approach
allows for the integration of the stability of divine values with the

dynamism and critical nature of human sciences.
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