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The Analysis and Critique Ayatollah Ma'arefat's
viewpoint on the Qur'anic Revelation Fatrat
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Abstract

The Qur'anic Revelation Fatrat (Fatrat or interregnum) means the interruption
of the legislating revelation by Gabriel to the Prophet of Islam, which has
been considered by Muslim scholars as one of the topics of the Qur'anic
and interpretive sciences. There are two views amongst the Quranic
scholars on this subject. Some believe in a three-year fatrat, and some
believe in a few-day interruption of the Qur'an's revelation. Ayatollah
Ma'arefat is one of the scholars who believes in the three-year revelation
Fatrat. This was the motivation of the present study to investigate the
viewpoint of Ayatollah Ma'arefat in this scope through a descriptive-
analytic method. The present study shows that Ayatollah Ma'arefat's view
is based on the narration of Ahmad ibn Hanbal from Sha'abi and the
narrations related to the three years of secret invitation. The Sha'abi's
narration was proved weak and invalid, thus Ayatollah Ma'arefat's
viewpoint was not approved. It was also clear that the Ayatollah had
considered the two issues of Revelation Fatrat and the Secret Invitation
as the same thing that there was no historical, narrative or Qur'anic
documents to accept this viewpoint. The view of the few-day interruption
of revelation that has been said to be between three and forty days has
been found to be acceptable and consistent with the historical and
narrative documents, especially with the Imams' narrations.

Keywords: Gabriel Descending, the Prophet of Islam, revelation fatrat,
narrations, Ayatollah Ma'arefat.
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