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Abstract

Today, religious language has been analyzed from various perspectives. Following the
Islamic Revolution, due to the growing sense of need for religion, the deep understanding
(tafagquh) of religion with an evolutionary approach became a necessity. Religious
language, as the tool and means of communication with the Legislator (Shari), is
recognized as one of the most important instruments for developing the logic of deduction
from religious texts. The study of religious language has long been prevalent among
specific groups of scholars, including jurists (fugaha’), theorists of the principles of
jurisprudence (usuliyyin), theologians (mutakallimin), Quranic exegetes, and mystics
(‘urafa’), and has been evaluated from different angles over the years. The present article,
with the approach of elevating discussions on religious language to enhance the level of
understanding and communion with the Legislator, examines the prominent views on
religious language. Its objectives are, on one hand, to clarify and delineate the approaches
to religious language and to demonstrate the capacity of each in understanding and
communicating with the Legislator; and on the other hand, by identifying the various ideas
and perspectives in this field and analyzing them, to arrive at the preliminaries and
elements for optimizing religious language. Thus, the fundamental concept of the present
article is religious language. Religious language is the language of revelation, through
which the message of the Legislator has been delivered to us. Accordingly, religious
language—also known as the language of the Legislator—in this article is broader than the
language of the Quran and includes hadith as well. In other words, it encompasses the
entirety of revelatory propositions transmitted from Almighty God, the Prophet, and the
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Imams in the form of the Quran, hadiths, and supplications to humanity. On this basis,
religious language is the language of religious propositions, and approaches to religious
language influence our understanding of it and constitute one of the theoretical foundations
of religious comprehension. The main question now is: To what extent are the prominent
views on the language of religion effective in advancing deduction from religious sources?
The significance of the present research lies in the fact that new views on the language of
sacred texts—known in the West as hermeneutics—have led to the rejection of positivist
outlooks and the acceptance of relativity in understanding. If an appropriate response is not
provided in relation to Islamic revelatory texts, this could result in passivity and,
consequently, the marginalization of religion under the label of inefficiency. Furthermore,
influencing the culture and structures of a society requires intervention in language; and to
intervene in the subject of language, in addition to general knowledge, a comprehensive
definition of religious language must be offered, along with recognition of its constituent
elements and the interconnections among them. With this approach, the relationship of
other domains—such as the influence of theological foundations on the understanding of
religious language—also becomes evident.

In the present article, the description and analysis of prominent views among various
scholars—including usaliyyiin, akhbariyyan, mystics, and linguists—regarding religious
language have been reported and evaluated. Then, relying on the principles of religious
ijtihad, linguistic criteria and elements for the evolutionary understanding of religion are
presented, including the elevation of the logic of deduction, the incorporation of theological
foundations in understanding language, the development of a view from social to historical
dimensions of religious language, an evolutionary and constructive perspective on religious
language, and so forth. Based on the findings of this research:

1. Various views have offered a limited interpretation of religious language. Jurists and
usiliyyiin have confined the language of the Legislator to the time of the initial addressees;
akhbariyyan have restricted it to specific individuals, namely the infallible ones; mystics
have limited the subject of the Legislator’s language to spiritual purposes; and finally,
linguists, by prioritizing material evolution, have overlooked the Legislator and interpreted
linguistic evolution as limited to material needs.

2. Usaliyyiin trace the basis of the Legislator’s communication back to the common
sense (‘urf ‘amm) of the time of initial address and consider religious language to be the
language of common sense, attributing the basis of authority to the Legislator’s
endorsement. This conception lacks the capacity to analyze levels of address throughout
history and is incapable of adequately responding to new issues that arise over time or
managing them.

3. Akhbariyyin regard religious language as particular sense (‘urf khass) and consider
its addressees to be only the Prophet and the Imams. This view, by denying the Legislator’s
communication to the common sense, effectively closes the channel of communication and
proof with the general public, leading to the passivity of religion in responding to new
needs.

4. Mystics consider the true addressee of the Legislator to be human intellect and
present communion with the Legislator as dependent on individuals’ degrees of intellect,
affirming levels of address. They recognize at least two levels—general and particular—for
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the Quran. In this view, the basis of authority returns to certainty (yagin). Among its
shortcomings are the lack of systematization of the influence of faith on understanding and
the restriction of religion’s scope to spiritual matters.

5. Linguists, based on the evolution of material needs, advocate evolution and pluralism
in understanding the religious language. This theory, by accepting pluralism without
providing criteria or standards, is unable to prove the validity of plural interpretations.
Moreover, in this view, the dominance of material evolution over theoretical evolution is
accepted, whereas the evolution of faith leads to the evolution of communication with the
Legislator.

6. Linguistic criteria that can lead to evolutionary understanding include: elevating the
logic of deduction and deep understanding; incorporating theological foundations into
discussions of religious language; adopting a social and historical view of language;
attending to all needs; determining direction in linguistic analysis; attention to all levels of
understanding; and the constructive (za ’sisi) nature of religious language.

Keywords: Religious language, language of religion, logic of deduction, evolutionary
understanding, tool for elevating ijtihad.
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Abstract

The status of women is one of the central topics in contemporary discourses,
particularly from the perspective of gender equality. Some feminist approaches, citing
specific Quranic verses such as verse 223 of Surah al-Bagarah, interpret the text as
conflicting with modern principles of gender equality: “Your wives are a tilth for you, so
approach your tilth however you wish, and send ahead for yourselves, and fear Allah, and
know that you will meet Him, and give good tidings to the believers.” The simile of women
to “tilth” (harth) in this verse, due to its multiple possible interpretations, has given rise to
diverse exegeses. A group of critics, relying on the apparent meaning of the simile and
historical readings of it, regard this verse as evidence of the instrumentalization of women
and the establishment of an asymmetrical relationship between men and women. In
contrast, other approaches interpret the same expression as a symbol of women's existential
role in the continuation of life, the formation of the family, and the realization of ethical
purposes and human tranquility. Accordingly, the question arises: Does the comparison
of women to “tilth” in the aforementioned verse support the subordination and
instrumentalization of women, or can it serve as the basis for a dignity-centered, reciprocal,
and participatory reading of gender? The present study, in order to resolve this semantic
knot, examines two main perspectives: First, the viewpoint that frames the term “tilth” in
connection with patriarchal history as an indication of women's passivity, men's sexual
ownership, and the priority of male will in marital action. Second, the perspective that,
by distancing itself from superficial and reductionist readings, considers “tilth” to be
an expression denoting women's intrinsic value, constructive role, and agency in the
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biological, emotional, and social development of humanity. Employing a descriptive-
analytical approach and explicating the Quranic text and related hadiths, the present study
demonstrates that the conceptual purpose of the verse is not the instrumentalization or
humiliation of women, but rather the affirmation of their active and central role in realizing
a balanced and stable family. Ignoring the metaphorical, contextual, and narrative layers of
the verse leads to a semantic impasse in understanding it. Lexical sources show that “harth”
extends beyond the literal meaning of “cultivation and sowing” to encompass the process
of preparation and planting, the cultivated land itself, and the resulting harvest. Thus, the
word covers a broad semantic field that depicts the networked relationship between “field,”
“seed,” and “yield.” When this semantic range is applied to women in the Quranic text, it
does not merely mean “a place of consumption” or “a tool for pleasure,” but rather points
to their position as the medium for the realization of life, the continuity of generations, and
the nurturing of humanity, emphasizing their structural connection to the perpetuation of
human existence. At the exegetical and discursive level, some traditional interpretations,
influenced by patriarchal cultural and social structures, have understood the verse “Your
wives are a tilth for you, so approach your tilth however you wish” in a way that portrays
the man as the owner of the body and the exclusive initiator of sexual action, with the
woman depicted in a submissive and passive position. Some contemporary feminist
readings, relying on this same exegetical heritage and within the framework of modern
gender concepts, have highlighted precisely this part and placed the Quranic text as a whole
under accusation—whereas many of these interpretations are shaped by extra-textual
presuppositions and modern gender concepts that are incompatible with the conceptual
structure of the Quran and hadiths. A deep reading of this expression reveals that the verse
emphasizes a wide spectrum of human principles in marital relations, and its aim is
not merely procreation; rather, it attends to ethics, tranquility, affection, and mutual
responsibility. In such a horizon, woman as “tilth” is not a consumable object but a partner
in a responsible process whose outcome is the human being, the family, and a balanced
society. The findings of this analysis indicate that the Quranic system of sexual relations is
founded on mutual respect, bilateral responsibility, and consideration of the emotional and
psychological needs of both genders. Domineering or reductionist interpretations reflect
more the social and discursive conditions of specific eras than the text itself. From the
Quranic perspective, in creation, a single soul was created—“He who created you from a
single soul and created from it its mate” (Quran 4:1)—and no duality is apparent in this
regard. Islam views men and women as a unified human entity, each complementing the
other. Thus, verse 223 of Surah al-Bagarah, in light of the monotheistic worldview and the
broader system of verses concerning affection and mercy—-“And of His signs is that He
created for you mates from among yourselves, that you may find tranquility in them, and
He placed between you affection and mercy” (Quran 30:21)—and the mutual description
of spouses as garments for one another—“They are a garment for you and you are a
garment for them” (Quran 2:187)—can serve as the foundation for redesigning
contemporary Islamic discourse on gender around human dignity, mutual agency, and
responsible participation.

Keywords: Tilth (karth), male agency, Surah al-Bagarah, sexual objectification of
women, gender equality.
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